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By NEvA NEWTON
For Homerown Netes

teacher,  author,
o private  investigator
Branadon Perron first
thought of creating the Pub-
lic Defender  Investigator
Intern Program, he already
was working on high profile
capital cases as an investi-
gator for Public Defender
Diamond Litty, -

Many cases in Litty's juris-
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SELEE R amawny miaa
ghocumeent the life of the
areq in a simpler time.
Chrls Sawicki, president
of the Museuwm, and Doug
Arbeau, a volunteer, ook
me around the building to
see some of e more (han
10,004 armifacts, many of
them donated by pioneer
Farmilies, which show what
life was like when pineap-

Program helps Public Defender's
Office and saves taxpayers money

diction, which covers a lour-
Coumnly ares, were ol ger-
ting an Investigator
assigned because of o lack of
funding.

“My proposal i Me Litty
im 1994 10 create the intern
program was designed 1o
prowide a bridge between
the public and private sec-
tar amd o assist indigent
clients accused of a crime,”
Mr. Perron sald.

“The public defenders

Hometown news (Martin County, FL)

George Parks became @
Gulf Qil distribvutor and
saddle  wheelers  would
come, bringing oil prod-
ucks,”

Bl freczes and cumEru-
titlon from Cuba spelled
the end of the pincapple
industry by the end of

b See MUSELM, AB

office needed an elfective
way 10 handle the majority
of misdemeanor and felony
cases that werent getting
investigative aesistance.”

Mr.  Perronk  business,
Investigative Suppon Spe-
cinlists Inc. in Stuart, nlse
runs the Conter for Inves-
igative Studies which pro-
wvicles the interns for the pro-
Eram,

His students voluntegr as
interns  after  classtoom
stuly. Assisting @ staff of 33
artomaeys in trial prepa-
tion, they conduct imer-
views with defendants, wit-
nesses, victims and police
efficers.

They also photograph and
diagram the crime scene.
compare it 1o the police
ropart,  locile  wilnesses,
check  criminal  records,
sarve subpoenas and gather
oher vital information,

Msigde  from  his  other
accomplishments, Mr. Per-
ron has also created the
Criminal Defense Investiga-
tion Training Council 1o act
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southeast coast of Flonda.

a5 p standardbeaser for pro-
fessional criminal defense
investigators,

sandra Warner has been
with ihe public defender’s
office 21 years.  As chief
investigator of the public
defenders office she has a
regular staff of one part-
time investigator, She coed-
fis ihe intern progrivm with
improving the efficiency of
the deganment.

“I's very important o the
resolution of o case” she
said.

“The interns cin n.n-u all

. di T

right away, making sure the
correct Information iz in the
files, so tlat the lawyers can
get started on the case, This
frees them Frome thar duey
and speeds up the wihoele

o5, otherwise  the
mnoyﬁ might be in court
and have no time 1o prepane
for the next case, It on-thi-
jobr training, we have two
classes in Stuart and Fort
15 intems

ticipate,” she said.

Ms. Liny's office handled
aver 21,000 criminal cases
Last year with one full-time
and onc par-ime  stafl
uwc:stlmlur

“1 eant sy cnough about
her great this program has
beon,” Ms. Lty said, “The

Mitch Kboarfain / chief photographer
Stuart Heritage Museum, located at the end of Flagler Avenue in downtown Stuart, is a
small wood frame building built in 1901, It is one of the last of its kind remaining on the

Investigator intern program helps public defender’s office

Justice sometimes comes to those who
can afford it Our intems help ensure that
indigent defendants get a fair trial”

Brandon Perron

Private Investigator
payers somuch money, with-
ot the volunteers contrilt-
ing their time amd hard work
we ot e as effective.

“Many people who anc
acoused are Innocent.  The
criminal justice system s
abde to run smoothly and the
eavline trial process is expedi-
ol due 1o the work provided
by the intems.”

Adided Mr. Perron: “Tustice
sometimes comes to (e
who can afford it Our
imterms help ensure that indi-
gent defendants get a fair
frial”

Mr Pemon, whose tex-
book on criminal investigs-
thom is part of the curriculum
at Boston Universitg, views
investigation as an art, not a
science

Hew an old  fashioned
gumshae, using the old
school methodology.

“Computers an: just a tool
and technology & not a typi-
cal factor in crimninal investi-
gatban. Experence, intellect,
and instinet followed up with
facts are the ways te And he
truth, The eyewilness
account and good old-Each-
ioned leg work are sill the
best way o solve a crime”
sald Me Perron.

Although he doesn't enjoy
divorce cases, he sometimes
does that type of work.  The
Intermet has created  new
problems. % a virtual world
with vimual relationships and
people  think  thar  their
spouse has been cheating.

“It doesit make sense 1o
mie, but people go online and
fall in ke with someone ina
chal roam. [ find out they've
never esven met that person. 1
have w el the spouse I've

Imdlicate that their parner
has cheated, only to have
them disagree.  You never
knvivw what somecnes agen-
da is, they may jusi be look-
g for an excuse to get out of
an unhappy marriage.” he
said.

The most interesting case
he has worked on invelved
Micky Hicks, a 17-year-old
from Fort Plerce, who was
amested along with o group
of young men charged in the:
Aug. 19, 2005 beating death
of Jalix Paxtons, a
Guatemalan matlonal.

Partly because of the
wark of Perrons investiga-
tive firm, charges against
Mr. Hicks were dropped
and he was released from
jall.

One of his best students is
Amy M. Kreyling. CCDI,
now a licensed private
investigator.  Kreyling who
began as a student and
intern, got a job an Mr Per-
roNs APENCY a5 A SECroiary
and learnied the business.

“5he had a great work ethic
and a passion for the job and
she is now o llcensed private
investigator and director of
wraining coordinator for the
Enteern program,” Mr Perron
sabd.

For  further  informaetion
abowr Mr Perrons fraining
program and the Criminal
Defense hmﬂmﬁm Traise-
ing Cauneil I
uwdetnmehrmﬂgalm.m
m

Investigative Support Spe-
clalists Inc. and the Center
Jor Investigative Studies are
focated at 500 SE Ocean
M., Stuarr, FL, 34594; call

interns have saved the tax-  found absolutely nothing to  toll free ar (BO0) 465-5235,
Bounty
From page A1
officer, Dan Gilroy, had todd publisher Steve between vigilantism and
used excessive foroe ngainst  Ertanger, who returned his — justioe, he said, and it
15-year-abd Shelwanda phone call late Menday dlisturibs him that peoples
Riley: night. perception of police will be
“My wife and my baby “Mow, don't get me colored by the videotape,
girl would have had that wrong. 1 love cops. Cops ane “That’s the kind of sction
irl an the ground and in my heroes, and P've been that gave cops the name
amdoufTs inthe time it Touastecl ba'a ot of them, but  “pigs,™ he said. 1 can’t see
1ok him vo get his pepper  this is just sad,” he said. any justification for this, By
spray out,” Mr, Chapman Theres a fine ling the way, don't you guys
have any real crime in Fort
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Pierce, like hookers and
felonst™

Fort Pierce Palice Chief
Sean Baldwin, who defend-
ed Officer Gilroy's actions,
sitid Tuesday he didn't want
to comment an the Dogs
assertion that Offlcer Gilray
didn't have proper training.

The Dog sald he called
Hormerown News because
e has a friend in the local
arca whao told him the
community newspaper has
a reputation for fuir news
COVERREE.

The arrest incident is
currently under internal
Investigation, The gitl's
tamily iz interested in
miceting with the police,
but sald through a spakes-
woomian they wint to talk o
a lawnper flrst.

Shelwanda, whao has
been charged with battery
on a law enforcement
afficer, s facing a court
date next month.
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