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Deaths -~ AlD around 4 pom, when several  Swsan Valliers, termed their
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By Neva Mewros
For Hormssromet News

Law enforcement agenches
rarely approve of the actions
of the public defender’s office.

It's useally an sdversarial
relationship, but  Diamond
Littys  public  defonder’s
office hias managed to win the
supparnt of |1 lawmen by
initiatin two iy 5
designed to kewer recidivism
among offenders.

Ms. Linty’s office hamdled
EJalm: ZI.DCiJmUmﬂnaJ cases

<1 year, so the programs are
a public safety tsue and the
Emitiativee 1o break the cycle of
crimi {5 essential.

o The Client Services Pro-
gram was implemented in
1999 o offer misdemeanor
clienns and clients identified
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BEARING SAVINGS CHECKING

both approved the zoning
change and usnge = she Wi
s0 sure of the commission-
ers’ approval that she took
out a secomd mongage on
her home and  invested
S300,000 in the business.
Bath left the meeting dis-
appointed in the moming
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Viowr i FRILANTHROPY and PRIVACY
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b See ARCADE, A13

alized rehabilitation plans for
sentencing.

This program helps peapbe
winihe they are within the sy
term and  addresses  ather
problems as well, such as
offenders with special needs,
mental illness and education:
il limits, '

It helps peaple adapt after
their sentencing in unun!iunr
circuit court. Some hmding
comes from the efforts of
staie Sen, EKen Pruitt, who
helped pass the legislation to
finance this program.

Local charitable  groups
such as the Exchange Club
CASTLE, the Homeless Coali-
tiom, Weeed and Seed, and the
United Way hane offered vol-
uniteers and funding.

The Offender Re-entry Fro-
gram, imtrodweed in 2003, is &
unique  collzborative  offort
between  law  enforcement

encles  and  Ms Linys

affice.

Sherifls departmenis in St
Lucie. Martin, Indian River,
ani Okeechobee counties, s
well as wvarious city o
departments and the
af the Public Defender of the
19th Judicial Circuit. hawve
jolned in the effort o keep
Inmates from re-offending.

The rc-cnrg PrOgram tar-
Eufr miner offenders serving

- to 12-manth sentences
by h-:zﬁtllm them reintegrate
into community after
serving their sentence.

The percentage of nechdi-
vism among criminal offend-
ers statewide s nearly 47 per-
cent according to the pul
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Staff phato by Donald Rodrigue
John and Mary Ann James pose in the Venetian Arcade on
Monterey Road the day after the majority of Martin Coun-
ty commissioners changed their minds to permit the
rezoning request for the Plaza del Mar, enabling the

arcade to open.

defender’s office, but 16 per-
cent for offenders who pariic-
ipate in the client services
amdd offender re-eniry pro-
Fran.

“When these people are
incarcerated, st
everylhing, their jobs, their
leage B they rent, or their
house if they have a mort-

r, and some end up
homeless.  We iy 1o halp
thermn in order to keep them
on the rght tmck” said Ms
Litty.

“Ex-offcmders ke an
pctive rode i thedr ultimace
success, resulting in mone
sucoessful job placements, a
higher  percentage of job
retention, i lower percentage
of school dropouts. and
recidivism.  The immediate
necds for teatment of med.
ical, dental, ps}-ﬂuﬁ.miml.
and substance abuse prob-
lems, as well as housing are
important to the process.”

Major Patrick Tighe with
the 5t Lucie County Sheriffs
Office sabd that jail is very dif-
ferent from prison.

The sheriff's department
realized that some inmates
had mewhere to go after
release, 30 they appealed to
religlous leaders who had
bepen voluntoering their time
at the jail.

They mesponded and mow
there are Z3 halfway houses
im the commundty.

In a collaborative effort
hegxeenmeijllawmiommem
and charitable on tions,
nmeﬁssue-auem.

“For  instamce, former

Inlin

of the

Public defender’s offender programs
endorsed by law enforcement

Enrmates have to find employ-
ment within thirty days of
releade We pick up used,
abandoned or stolen bikes,
tzke them 1o work farms for
repair and offer thom as
transpartation for ex-inmates
at the public defender’s office,
the CORE office, as well as
the bike rack at our office.”
said Tighe.

“1 abe keep prople busy
while theyre here, by offering
culinary 2chodd and a Florida
Food Service Diploma, sub-
stance abuse and life skill
programs and a GED pro-
gram. 1% behavioral modifi-
cation as well as leamning a
v skeill.”

Licutenant Jenell Atlas of
the Martin County Sheriff’s
Department  works  very
closely with the public
defenders office in setting up
the inmales to attend a two-
haur-a-wiek class,

In 2006, 143 inmaites partic-
gl in the class on a regu-
basis and as of this date,

160 inmates regularly attend
the weekly classes.  All
Enmates redeased

Emiw andupdnl:cd-m;;hmme
1, as per department pollcy.

Increased numbsers of ex-
offenders  working  rather
than commbtting crimes ben-
efite the community and
saves the costs of amesting,
prosecuting, and incancerat-
ing them. The wages eamed
and taxes paid by the ex-
offender bemefit the siate and
the community, and reduce
the need for state su for
the ex-offenders family
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